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a harbor it leaves much to be desired, for it offers little protection from
the storms of the Black Sea, and is frequently closed by ice for short
periods each year. Recently, however, this city has developed into the
leading shore resort for Bulgaria and neighboring countries, and thus
profits considerably from the recreational industry. To* the south the
port of Burgas is handicapped by having only an open roadstead as a
harbor, but it has an advantage over Varna in being better protected
from storms and in being ice free.

THE SOUTHERN VALLEYS

Directly to the south of the Balkans lies a narrow valley drained
by the Tundza and separated from the plains of the Maritsa by a
narrow ridge known as the Karaja Dagh or Anti-Balkans. This valley
is known as the "Vale of Kazanlik" or sometimes as "The Rose
Valley." Here an old Turkish merchant, seeing the wild roses which
gave their name to "Shipka" or "Wild Rose" Pass, induced the peas-
ants to plant roses for the extraction of attar of roses. Today nearly
the entire valley is planted in this flower. Its 15,000 acres of rose fields
present a most beautiful sight during the period of bloom. From their
fragrant petals is distilled that precious base for many perfumes,
known as attar of roses. Some 200 pounds of petals are required to
yield one ounce of this essence, which is normally worth considerably
more than its weight in gold. Today the Vale of Kazanlik supplies
three-fourths of the world's attar of roses.

The fertile soils of the Maritsa Valley, or, as it is frequently called,
the Vale of Plovdiv (Philippopolis), are planted in wheat, corn, to-
bacco, sunflowers and mulberry trees, and the bordering slopes are de-
voted to tree fruits and the vine. Plovdiv is the center of tobacco
raising, an activity which has increased so rapidly that today tobacco
provides nearly 50 per cent of the value of all the nation's exports.

The city of Plovdiv lies near the center of this valley, and is rapidly
increasing in both size and importance. It competes with Sofiya for
the cultural leadership of the country, and is the commercial center of
this productive agricultural region. Situated on the rail line from
Istanbul to western Europe, it has excellent commercial contacts. Since
the war it has been somewhat handicapped by being cut off from the
^gean. However, negotiations are now under way to carry out the pro-
visions of the peace treaties, and provide Bulgaria with a free outlet
at Alexandroupolis (Dede Agach) or some neighboring port.